
28.06.2026  1/3

Gastronomic trade - register for the certificate of instruction 2 ............................................. 
Prerequisites 2 .............................................................................................................................. 
Documents required 2 .................................................................................................................. 
Fees 2 .............................................................................................................................................. 
Legal basis 3 .................................................................................................................................. 
Average time to process request 3 ............................................................................................ 
More information 3 ....................................................................................................................... 
Average time to process request 3 ............................................................................................ 



28.06.2026  2/3

Gastronomic trade - register for the
certificate of instruction
You need a restaurant permit (concession) if you want to serve alcohol in your
establishment. A restaurant licence will only be granted if you can show a
certificate from the Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK) about the
gastronomy instruction. The certificate of instruction is valid nationwide and is valid
for an unlimited period.

The principles of food handling are taught to you in the course of instruction by the
Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK). The topics covered include hygiene
regulations, food law, beer, wine and milk law, and beverage facility law. The
Chambers of Industry and Commerce conduct the training on food and hygiene
regulations and issue a certificate ( instruction certificate) for this purpose. The
instruction is usually held in German.

Procedure:
The restaurant instruction is provided and certified by the Chamber of Industry and
Commerce (IHK).

You register for the instruction at an IHK.1.
The instruction is organised by the IHK and lasts approx. 4-5 hours.2.
You will receive the certificate after the instruction.3.
The certificate must be presented when applying for a restaurant permit.4.

You can be exempted from the gastronomy instruction on application if you have
already completed certain state-recognised training professions with an
examination before a chamber of commerce and industry, chamber of handicrafts
or a guild of handicrafts and the contents of the gastronomy instruction were the
subject of the training and examination.

Prerequisites
Appearance in person
You must attend the instruction in person.

Documents required
Registration for the certificate of instruction for gastronomic trade
Only online possible
You must register for this on the Chamber of Industry and Commerce Berlin's
(Industrie- und Handelskammer or IHK) registration portal.
Photo ID for identification at the time of instruction

Fees

EUR 100.00: Gastronomy instruction
EUR 330.00: Gastronomy instruction with interpreter
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Legal basis
Gastronomy Act (Gaststättengesetz or GastG) § 4 sec. 1
(https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gastg/__4.html)
Berlin Gastronomic Business Regulation (Gaststättenverordnung
Berlin - GastV)
(https://gesetze.berlin.de/jportal/?quelle=jlink&query=GastV+BE&psml=bsbe
prod.psml&max=true&aiz=true)
Schedule of fees by the Chamber of Industry and Commerce (Section
C.3)
(https://www.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resource/blob/2256952/9289dfb239a01
67a27d5a6159523ee4a/ihk-gebuehrenordnung-data.pdf)

Average time to process request
None

More information
Overview of the Chambers of Industry and Commerce in Germany
(https://www.ihk.de/?fdialog=ihk-finder%2F%2F)
Information on the instruction of the Berlin Chamber of Industry and
Commerce (IHK)
(https://www.ihk.de/berlin/pruefungen-lehrgaenge/unterrichtungen/gaststaett
enunterrichtung-2265134)
Information sheet of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK)
Berlin
(https://www.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resource/blob/2272092/f82958b13a782
231fb53a2896ae73fdc/merkblattgaststaettenunterrichtung-data.pdf)
Gastronomy trade - permit
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/327483/en/)
Gastronomic trade - permit for a special occasion
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/327491/)

Average time to process request
https://apps.ihk-berlin.de/tibrosVD/suche.jsp?stichwort=gastst%C3%A4ttenunterric
htung&search=Suche+starten
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