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Security guarding business - register for the
expert knowledge examination
You have to pass the examination of competence for the security guarding
business in order to carry out particularly conflict-prone and sensitive security
activities or to be allowed to operate a security guarding business. After passing
the examination, you will be entered in the so-called Security Guard Register. The
certificate of competence is valid for an unlimited period and nationwide.

You must prove that you have passed the examination for the following activities in
the guarding and security sector ( security guarding business):

Control patrols in public traffic areas or in areas of domicile with actual public
traffic (city patrol, patrolling of public parks, shopping centres or in the
suburban/underground area).
Protection against shoplifters (department stores' detective)
Guarding the entrance area of discotheques (doorman)
Supervision of refugee accommodation (reception centres or communal
accommodation according to the Asylum Act or other official accommodation
for asylum seekers or refugees).
Leading function in the guarding of access-protected large-scale events
Professionals ( security contractors, limited liability company managing
directors, operations managers)

Theoretical and practical part of the examination.

You must first pass a written part (120 minutes, multiple choice), then an oral part.
You should know German well in order to pass the exam. The examination is often
the entry qualification for a job in the security sector. That is why many regions
offer preparatory courses that can be subsidised. Information on this can be
obtained from the employment agencies and job centres.

Procedure:

Registration at an IHK1.
Confirmation of registration/invitation to the examination date by the IHK.2.
Passing the written part of the examination (120 minutes, multiple-choice)3.
Passing the oral part of the examination4.
Certificate of successful completion of the expert knowledge examination by5.
the IHK
Provision of the certification data for retrieval by the Security Guard Register6.
Certification of the successful completion of the examination7.

There is also the certificate of instruction for guarding personnel. After instruction,
you may only undertake simple guarding tasks. For the above-mentioned more
difficult tasks, you have to pass the examination of competence. The training is
also not sufficient preparation for the examination. However, passing the
examination replaces the training for the guarding trade.
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Prerequisites
Appearance in person
You must appear in person for the examinations.
Observe registration deadline

Documents required
Registration for the expert knowledge examination
Only online possible
You must register for this on the Chamber of Industry and Commerce Berlin's
(Industrie- und Handelskammer or IHK) registration portal.
ID card with photo for identification at the examination
If necessary, further documents
Possibly further documents according to the requirements of your Chamber
of Industry and Commerce (IHK)

Fees

EUR 200.00: initial examination
EUR 100.00: repetition of one part of the examination (written/oral)

Legal basis
Trade Regulation (Gewerbeordnung or GewO) § 34a sec. 1 Nr. 3
(https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/gewo/__34a.html)
Security Ordinance (Bewachungsverordnung or BewachV) §§ 9 bis 13
(https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bewachv_2019/BJNR069200019.html#BJ
NR069200019BJNG000300000)
Fee schedule of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce (Section
C.4)
(https://www.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resource/blob/6002070/d018b36fa10f60
eafc112c2655856b30/2023-12-05-gebuehrenordnung-ihk-berlin-data.pdf)

Average time to process request
The certificate is normally available immediately or a few days after passing the
oral part of the examination.

More information
Overview of the Chambers of Industry and Commerce in Germany
(https://www.ihk.de/?fdialog=ihk-finder%2F%2F)
Information on the examination from Association of German
Chambers of Industry and Commerce (Deutscher Industrie- und
Handelskammertag or DIHK)
(https://www.dihk.de/de/themen-und-positionen/wirtschaftspolitik/gruendung-
und-nachfolge-unternehmensfinanzierung/sach-und-fachkundepruefungen-
im-ueberblick-11732)
Information on the Berlin Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK)
examination
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(https://www.ihk.de/berlin/pruefungen-lehrgaenge/informationen-zum-bewac
hungsgewerbe/sachkundepruefung-nach-34-a-der-
gewerbeordnung-2265212)
Information sheet of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK)
Berlin
(https://www.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resource/blob/4997748/df39474bec15fd
31f7289c838d24111e/pruefungsinformation-data.pdf)
Security guard business - apply for a permit
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/124508/en/)
Security guard business - register security guards
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/327781/en/)

Average time to process request
https://apps.ihk-berlin.de/tibrosPP/PP_teilnehmer.jsp
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