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Residence permit for spouses, parents and
children of foreign citizens (general)
Issuance or extension of a residence permit for

Spouses or life partners of the same sex of foreign residents with a valid
residence title,
Under-age, unmarried children of foreign residents with a valid residence
title,
Parents of foreign children with a residence title pursuant to § 23 para. 4, §
25 para. 1, § 25 para. 2 sentence 1, 1st alternative or § 26 para. 3, if no
parent with an entitlement to personal care is a resident of the Federal
Republic of Germany, and
Parents of foreign children with a permanent settlement permit pursuant to
§ 26 para. 4, if a residence permit pursuant to § 25 para. 2 s. 1, 2. Alt. had
previously been issued and if no parent with an entitlement to personal care
is a resident of the Federal Republic of Germany

Important notes:

1. Your family member has an EU Blue Card?
Then please choose the service
„Residence permit for spouses and children of holders of an EU Blue Card“ (see
section „More information“).

2. Your family member has a residence permit for one of the following
purposes:

employment as a skilled worker (with academic education or vocational
training),
study,
in-service training and other educational purposes,
recognition of foreign professional qualifications,
visiting scholar or academic staff or
employment as a teacher?

Then please choose the service
„Residence permit for spouses and children of trainees, students, academics and
teachers“ (see section „More information“).

3. Your family member has a residence permit as a person eligible for
subsidiary protection?
Then please choose the service
„Residence permit for spouses, parents and children of persons eligible for
subsidiary protection“ “ (see section „More information“).

Would you like to apply for a permanent settlement permit? You can find all the
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information in the section "More information".

Prerequisites
Personal appearance by appointment is required

For a recognized marriage or registered same-sex civil partnership, the
personal interview of both spouses / partners is required.
In the case of minors, the personal interview of the family (parents with
child) is required.

Of majority of both spouses or same sex life partners
Both spouses or same-sex partners must have completed their 18th birthday.
Simple German language skills
The foreign spouse or same-sex partner usually has to have basic German
language skills.
Main residence in Berlin
A second home in Berlin is not sufficient.

Documents required
Form "Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels" (filled out)
See the “Forms” section.
Please fill in one form for each person who wishes to apply for a residence
permit (only required for the first application for every member of the
family).
Valid passport
A passport must be submitted for each member of the family.
1 current biometric photo of each applicant
(https://www.berlin.de/labo/_assets/kraftfahrzeugwesen/foto-mustertafel.pdf)
35mm x 45mm, frontal shot with neutral facial expression and closed mouth,
looking straight into the camera, light background
Family reunion to spouse: marriage certificate
Not required for the extension of the residence permit
Family reunion to same sex civil partner: Partnership certificate
Not required for the extension of the residence permit
Birth certificate for underage children
Not required for the extension of the residence permit
Certificate regarding legal custody
If one parent does not live in Germany. (not required for the extension of the
residence permit)
For all foreign documents: translation, possibly with an additional
apostil or confirmation of authenticity (issued by a German consular
official)

Please provide an authenticated translation of all foreign documents.
Depending on your country of origin, you may also need an apostil or
confirmation of authenticity (issued by a German consular official) for
your document(s). More on the topic in the section "More information".

Current certificate of school attendance (not older than 14 days)
For children who are required to attend school
Language certificate
Basically, a language certificate of simple German language skills is to be
presented at level A 1 (more in the section "Further Information").

https://www.berlin.de/labo/_assets/kraftfahrzeugwesen/foto-mustertafel.pdf
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All certificates showing participation in the integration (Only in case
of extension).
If you were required to attend an integretion course by the Registration
Office for Foreigners you have to show all certificates showing participation in
the integration course.
Lease
Together with proof of the current rent (e.g. current account statement)
Health insurance
Proof of a secure livelihood must also include sufficient health insurance.
Those with statutory health insurance are sufficiently insured. Those with
private health insurance must consider the type and extent of their health
insurance.
Please read the leaflet for more information.
Proof of the secured livelihood of the family in the shared household
When calculating the means of livelihood, also those persons are taken into
account with whom the foreigner lives in a shared household or for whom the
foreigner is obliged to provide a livelihood.
A shared household includes, in particular, couples, both or single parents
and unmarried children under 25 years of age all living together in one
common household.
Therefore, all family members with their own income in the shared household
must submit the following documents of proof in regard to their respective
income.

Employees: Employment contract, current certificate of employment
(not older than 14 days), last 6 salary slips, for the extension of the
residence permit additionally a certificate on paid contributions or
adequate provision for an old-age pension; each original and copy

Self employed: Audit report form (Prüfungsbericht), prepared by a tax
consultant, auditor or lawyer for tax law

Social benefits (also supplementary): Current proofs of receiving
benefits according to SGB II or XII or the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act,
child benefit and so on

Proof of main residence in Berlin
Certificate of registration at the main residence or
lease and written confirmation of occupancy from the landlord

More on the topic in the section "More information".

Forms
Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels (Application for
Issuance of a Residence Permit) - in German, English, French, Italian
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/lea-agen1-antrag_engl_frz_ital-112021.pdf)
Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels (Application for
Issuance of a Residence Permit) - in German, Greek, Turkish,
Vietnamese
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/lea-agen2-antrag_griech_tuerk_viet-112021.pdf)

https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen1-antrag_engl_frz_ital-112021.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen1-antrag_engl_frz_ital-112021.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen2-antrag_griech_tuerk_viet-112021.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen2-antrag_griech_tuerk_viet-112021.pdf
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Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels (Application for
Issuance of a Residence Permit) - in German, Spanish, Portuguese,
Russian
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/lea-agen3-antrag_span_port_russ-112021.pdf)
Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels (Application for
Issuance of a Residence Permit) - in German, Serbian, Bosnian
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/lea-agen4_-antrag_serb_bos-112021_final.pdf)
Leaflet "Health insurance"
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/mdb-f131960-
labo_4326_merkblatt_krankenversicherungsschutz_05.13__engl._.pdf)
Audit report form (Prüfungsbericht) for entrepeneurs, self-employed
persons and freelancers
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_as
sets/pruefungsbericht_bis.docx)

Fees
For the first issuance of the residence permit:

Adults: 100.00 euros
Minors: 50.00 euros
Turkish citizens: a maximum of 37.00 euros

For the extension of the residence permit:

Adults: 93.00 euros
Minors: 46.50 euros
Turkish citizens: a maximum of 37.00 euros

Free of charge when presenting current proof of receiving benefits according to
SGB II or XII or the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act.

Legal basis
Aufenthaltsgesetz (AufenthG) Abschnitt 6 - Aufenthalt aus
familiären Gründen
(https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.ht
ml#p0743)

Average time to process request
Around 5–6 weeks
A personal visit four to six weeks before the existing temporary residence title
expires is best. If possible you should book an appointment for this.

More information
Aufenthaltserlaubnis für Ehepartner und Kinder von Inhabern einer
Blauen Karte EU (Dienstleistung)
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/328188/standort/327437/en/)

https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen3-antrag_span_port_russ-112021.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen3-antrag_span_port_russ-112021.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen4_-antrag_serb_bos-112021_final.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/lea-agen4_-antrag_serb_bos-112021_final.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/mdb-f131960-labo_4326_merkblatt_krankenversicherungsschutz_05.13__engl._.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/mdb-f131960-labo_4326_merkblatt_krankenversicherungsschutz_05.13__engl._.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/mdb-f131960-labo_4326_merkblatt_krankenversicherungsschutz_05.13__engl._.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/pruefungsbericht_bis.docx
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zuwanderung/_assets/pruefungsbericht_bis.docx
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0743
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_aufenthg/englisch_aufenthg.html#p0743
https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/328188/standort/327437/en/
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Aufenthaltserlaubnis für Ehepartner und Kinder von Fachkräften,
Studierenden, Auszubildenden, Wissenschaftlern und Lehrkräften
(Dienstleistung)
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/327471/standort/327437/en/)
Aufenthaltserlaubnis für Ehepartner, Eltern und Kinder von subsidiär
Schutzberechtigten (Dienstleistung)
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/328281/standort/121885/en/)
Bescheinigung über die Anmeldung einer Wohnung
(Meldebestätigung) (Dienstleistung)
(https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/120686/)
Example: confirmation of occupancy from the landlord
(https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zentrale-einwohn
erangelegenheiten/_assets/mdb-
f402544-20161102_wohnungsgeberbestaetigung.pdf)
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (GER)
(https://www.europaeischer-referenzrahmen.de/)
Internationaler Urkundenverkehr (Auswärtiges Amt)
(https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/urkundenverkehrteilb/231968)
Informationen zum Antrag auf einen unbefristeten Aufenthaltstitel
(Landesamt für Einwanderung)
(https://www.berlin.de/einwanderung/en/residence/permanent/)

https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/327471/standort/327437/en/
https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/328281/standort/121885/en/
https://service.berlin.de/dienstleistung/120686/
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zentrale-einwohnerangelegenheiten/_assets/mdb-f402544-20161102_wohnungsgeberbestaetigung.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zentrale-einwohnerangelegenheiten/_assets/mdb-f402544-20161102_wohnungsgeberbestaetigung.pdf
https://www.berlin.de/formularverzeichnis/?formular=/labo/zentrale-einwohnerangelegenheiten/_assets/mdb-f402544-20161102_wohnungsgeberbestaetigung.pdf
https://www.europaeischer-referenzrahmen.de/
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/urkundenverkehrteilb/231968
https://www.berlin.de/einwanderung/en/residence/permanent/

